


The Covid-19 pandemic and other 
political issues, such as the election 
in the United States, have pushed 
Brexit away from the top of the 
news agenda and meant that we 
have talked about it less and 
thought about it less, too. 

It also matters if you are from Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein or Switzerland; 
these are European countries that are not part of the EU, but who still partially 
abide by its rules. 

But the UK’s future relationship with the European Union is still really important, 
especially if you’re from an EU country (except Ireland) and live in the UK. 

The United Kingdom formally le� the European Union on 31st January, 2020. 
The following year was named a transition period. Laws and trade 
agreements would remain the same as they had been and leaders on both 
sides could use the remaining 11 months of 2020 to work out what would 
happen in the future. 

Talks are still ongoing, sticking mostly on matters to do with trade and the 
border between Northern Ireland, as part of the United Kingdom, and the 
Republic of Ireland, part of the European Union.

What stage are discussions between the UK and 
EU at? 

The key facts 

What do I need to 
know about Brexit? 



If you’re from an EU country or from 
Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein (countries 
in the European Economic Area) or 
Switzerland, you’ll need to gain an 
immigration status from the British 
government by applying to the EU 
settlement scheme. 

Until now, people from those countries 
haven’t needed too many o�cial 
documents to live, work or study in the 
UK, as their rights were covered by EU 
law. 

People from other places in the world have always needed to go through a 
more complex process when applying to live in the UK, but now EU citizens 
also need to apply to live in the UK. 

The only exception is for people from the Republic of Ireland. The Common 
Travel Area was agreed in 1923 and it means that Irish people have all the 
same rights in the United Kingdom as British cititzens (this also works the 
other way around, meaning British people can easily move to Ireland too).  

Can I stay in the UK? 



Non-EEA family members also 
have to apply, if they are not 
British citizens. For example, if 

a 21-year old Romanian is 
married to a 22-year old 

Indian, the Indian citizen has 
to apply as a non-EEA family 
member to the EU Settlement 

Scheme too. 

You’ll also need to apply if you 
are from the EU or an EEA 

country or Switzerland and 
studying in Britain.

The Mix has more detailed 
information on how to check 
your immigration status and 

how to apply for settled status.

What do I need to do?

What else will change?

Access to the NHS: If you qualify, or already have, settled or pre-settled 
status or permanent residency, you will still be able to use the NHS in the 
normal way. 

Benefits: If you’re claiming benefits, you’ll most likely need to apply for 
settled status to continue claiming a�er 30th June, 2021. Those with 
pre-settled status should also be able to claim, but you may need 
additional documents to prove how long you have been in the UK. 

Mobile phone charges: if you often phone people outside of the UK, or 
use a British phone while travelling in another country, you should check 
with your mobile phone provider about roaming charges, as your plan 
may alter. 

Even if you have other types of 
documents, such as a permanent 
residency blue card, you’ll need to 

apply for pre-settled or settled status 
via the EU Settlement Scheme by 

June 30th, 2020. 

Blue Card

If your family or your partner are also 
from the EU or an EEA country or 
Switzerland, they will also need to 

apply even if you live together. 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status


Common Travel Area:
This refers to the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Ireland. Citizens of both counties are free to live, work, 
study, vote and claim benefits in both countries. 

This is the term used for citizens of other countries who have the right to remain in the UK. 
People with settled and pre-settled status can work, study, use the NHS and claim 
benefits. 

Settled status:

Pre-settled status: 
Usually, someone applying for settled status will be awarded pre-settled status if they 
have lived in the UK for fewer than five years.

Leave to remain:
This is a term used by the UK government to describe the immigration status of people 
from other countries who have permission to stay in the UK as long as they wish to. 

European Union: 
There are 27 member states of the European Union. They share common political and 
economic goals and laws. 

This refers to all the EU countries and Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway. The EEA agreement allows 
these last three countries to trade easily with the rest of 
the EU. Switzerland is not part of the EEA. 

European Economic Area: 

Glossary: What do these terms mean?


