


Following the UK’s exit from the EU, many 
people will need to apply to the 
government so that they can keep living in 
Britain.

The UK government have introduced a 
programme, called the EU Settlement 
Scheme, as EU citizens living in the UK are 
no longer covered by the European Union’s 
freedom of movement laws.

You must apply for the Settlement Scheme if:

You’re from an EU country

You’re not a British citizen, but you’re living in Britain because you have 
a family member who is from the EU or EEA

You’re from another country in the European Economic Area (EEA), so 
Iceland, Lichtenstein or Norway

You’re from Switzerland

Who needs to apply for the scheme?

I’m a young person from the European 
Union, what do I need to know about my 
rights in Britain? 

Your immigration rights



If you have Irish citizenship, you don’t need to apply to the EU Settlement 
Scheme. Since 1923, there has been an agreement between the 
governments of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland that 
citizens from both countries can live in either place. 

I’m from Ireland, what about me? 

If you’re not already a British citizen and you don’t have an immigration 
status of your own (like a work visa), you may be able to apply for settled 
status through your partner or your family. 

Even if you’re a non-EU citizen and you do have an immigration status, it 
could still be worth applying to the Settlement Scheme as it will give you 
more protection.

You should be able to apply if:

Your partner or family member will also need to apply for settled status, 
unless they are from Ireland. If they are Irish, you’ll need to apply, but they 
will not.

I’m not from the EU, but I have a partner or a family 
member who is. Can I apply? 

You’re married, in a civil partnership with, or an unmarried relationship 
with an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen. If you’re not married or in a civil 
partnership you must be able to prove that you’re both over 18; that 
you’ve been together for more than two years and that you either live 
together or plan to.

You’re the child, grandchild or great-grandchild of an EU, EEA or Swiss 
citizen and you’re under 21. If you’re over 21 and still financially 
dependent on your family you may also be able to apply.

You’re the primary carer of an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen. So, for example, if 
you live in Britain, but you were born in Morocco and your child was 
born in France, you would be able to apply as your child’s parent (if 
they live with you and you look a�er them most of the time).



People in Northern Ireland can hold British citizenship, Irish citizenship or 
both. If you have a partner or family member who was born in Northern 
Ireland, holds British or Irish citizenship and has at least one parent who is 
British or Irish, you can apply to the Settlement Scheme if you were living in 
the UK before 31st December 2020. 

My family member or partner is from Northern Ireland, 
can I apply?

Yes, all children in a family need to apply for settled status. You do not get it 
automatically because your parents have applied. 

If you’re 21 or under, your parent can link your application to their 
application. If you’re over 16, you can choose to apply on your own. 

My parents have settled status, do I still need it? 

If you were born in Britain a�er 1981 and your parents were settled in Britain 
at the time of your birth, then you’re automatically a British citizen. In this 
case, the word ‘settled’ does not just mean that they were living here, but 
that your parents had settled status, indefinite leave to remain, or 
permanent residency. If you aren’t sure if this applies to you - it is a complex 
area of immigration law - then it’s best to seek legal advice. 

What if I was born here, but my parents were not British 
citizens at the time?

If you weren’t living in the UK before the end of 2020, then you will not be 
able to apply for the EU Settlement Scheme. You’ll need to apply through 
the new immigration process. You can find more details of the new process 
here.
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-immigration-system-what-you-need-to-know

I arrived in Britain a�er 31st December 2020. What do I 
do? 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-immigration-system-what-you-need-to-know


If you’re an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen and you were in Britain, even for one day 
of the last six months before the end of 2020, you can apply to the EU 
Settlement Scheme before 30th June 2021, although you’ll need to prove 
you were in the country.

I was living in Britain before 31st December 2020, but 
haven’t applied yet. Is there still time? 

The Aire Centre can o�er you advice on your rights: 

https://www.settlementguide.co.uk

Here for Good have free legal advice: 

https://www.hereforgoodlaw.org/advisory

Settled are an organisation dedicated to helping people apply for settled 
status:

http://settled.org.uk/contact

Need to know more?

https://www.settlementguide.co.uk/
https://www.hereforgoodlaw.org/advisory
https://settled.org.uk/en/contact-us/

